
under the skin. We do not know the kind of weapons
used, but we presume that they are like those described
by Daudet in his "Immortals," with a nice little groove
in the side for the blood to run down the blade. Hence,
the greater chances for contamination. Of course, they
would be disinfected, but this might not be altogether
effectual. The persons of the combatants themselves
may also furnish bacilli that only want to be introduced
below the protecting cuticle. Certain of our French
confr\l=e`\res,therefore, have devised still further protec-
tions. The combatants must take certain medicines
over night, and on reaching the field of honor be soaped
and scrubbed from head to foot, rubbed down with
alcohol and sprayed with corrosive sublimate. Then,
supplied with the necessary amount of sterilized cloth¬
ing, the performance may begin. The real danger of
catching cold, however, seems to have been somewhat
neglected and it might be well to suggest that the par¬
ticipants be thoroughly examined by physicians as to
the condition of their lungs. It has been shown by
Fluegge and others that a consumptive by coughing
or even speaking may project droplets containing tu¬
bercle bacilli a distance of several feet, and in even the
moderate exercise of a French duel one should be pro¬
tected also from this peril. With these and proper pre¬
cautions against the inclemencies of the weather, it
AA'ould seem that French duelists ought to be particu¬
larly favorable insurance risks. As a lay contemporary
suggests, the action of the French physicians looks a

little like a "fine bit of professional satire" on that
traditionally safe transaction, the French duel.

INSANITY AND RELIGIOUS EMOTION.

A certain asylum superintendent is credited with
the remarkable statement that there is no greater crime
against the state than holding religious revivals; he
considers religious enthusiasm as one of the chief
causes if not the chief cause of insanity. It is odd that
this discovery has not been made before by the many
competent alienists who have studied the causation of
insanity. Religious excitement, in common with other
varieties of emotional stress, such as domestic troubles,
business failures, political campaigns, etc., has been gen-
erally recognized as a cause of insanity, but only as a

secondary one and usually only as an exciting cause in
specially unstable subjects. In fact, the greatest ex-
travagances in religious revivals and the highest ex-
pression of emotionalism in religion occur in the com-

munities where actual insanity is comparatively infre-
quent. The negroes have always been especially sub-
ject to such exciting causes, but before they received
their freedom, with its responsibilities and lack of com-
pulsory moral restraint, insanity was a rare occurrence

among them. Eeligious revivals, properly conducted
and even if accented with some emotional excesses,
are not specially conducive, according to the observa¬
tion of most alienists, to serious or permanent mental
disorder. There is far greater danger in this regard
from a certain kind of morbid religiosity which is quite
different from the noisy excitement of a revival and in
this case also we must look back of the apparent cause
to a pre-existing state of mental instability.

THE MENSTRUAL FEVER OF CONSUMPTIVES.

The great necessity in pulmonary tuberculosis is a
means of early diagnosis. Perhaps we overlook the fact,
in our hunt for specific diagnostic and curative means,
that the clinician who makes the early diagnoses is
the one who puts together the minor symptoms and
signs, rather than the one who waits for striking and
characteristic phenomena. It is well that we should
note in this disease, as in others difficult of early diag-
nosis, those slight deviations from the physiologic which
often occur and which are often overlooked. It has
long been known that in women with outspoken pul-
monary tuberculosis there is often a febrile crisis which
can announce and accompany the menses. It is perhaps
less well known that in very early cases fever may occur
only at the menstrual period. The natural history of
such cases has lately been exhaustively studied by Sa-
bourin.1 He shows that this fever is accompanied by
an increase in the physical signs in the lungs, which
probably accounts for the phenomenon. The observa¬
tions of this author suggest that in all doubtful cases
of tuberculosis in women it is well to examine the chest
at the time of the menses, and they also suggest the
necessity of greater care than usual at this period in
the treatment of the disease.

THE PENNSYLVANIA OSTEOPATH BILL.
Governor Pennypacker of Pennsylvania has vetoed

the bill passed by the legislature to legalize and to regu-
late the practice of osteopathy in that state. In his veto
message he says that he has examined the bill carefully
and can not obtain from its text or from the published
statements of the founder of this so-called science a

sufficiently definite idea of what it really is. Assum-
ing that it has some scientific truth which is to be util-
ized by the osteopathic practitioners in the cure of dis-
ease and by them exclusively, he sees a certain injusticein the act. With what propriety can the legalized prac-titioners of medicine and surgery in Pennsylvania be
prevented from using, and their patients from being
benefited by, such acquisition? On the other hand, why
should the osteopaths be prevented, as they voluntarily
propose to be, from using whatever is beneficial to the
sick in drugs or surgical operations? "If both drugs
and surgery are useless," he says, "they may be rejected,
but if they should at (any) time be found to be bene¬
ficial why should any science for the enforcement of a
theory make the effort to exclude their use?" He says
if this bill should become a law any physician who
should attempt to practice what the osteopaths have dis¬
covered would be liable to punishment by imprisonment
for ninety days. The whole idea of different schools of
medicine, he remarks in a general way, is unscientific
and every one engaged in the treatment of the sick
should seek the truth wherever it may be found and
utilize it. He calls the bill an "anomaly in our legis¬
lation" on the subject and therefore withholds his ap¬
proval. In our columns this week, attention is called to
another point by the president of the Pennsylvania
Board of Medical Examiners, namely, that the osteo-

1. Revue de Medecine, vol. xxv, No. 3.
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pathy bills which have been offered in certain of our leg¬
islatures, including that of Pennsylvania, contain
clauses authorizing licensure on a diploma alone, pro¬
vided it has been issued by a so-called reputable college
of osteopathy. Such a provision completely emasculates
all such laws so far as they claim to protect the public.
The object is sufficiently clear. The diploma mills of
the osteopath must have business and this must not be
imperiled by even a so-called examination in physiology,
anatomy, etc., by a board of osteopath examiners. The
fact is that bills with this clause leave the whole matter
as wide open as possible and it would be well to have the
public and the profession, as well as the legislatures, in¬
formed as to the presence of this little card up the
sleeve. "Por ways that are dark and tricks that are
vain," the various faddists, osteopaths included, are

somewhat peculiar. A veto message like that of Gover¬
nor Pennypacker will do much good and. further, it
will help to hide a multitude of possible executive sins.

Medical News

ALABAMA.
Personal.\p=m-\DrHumphrey B. Thompson, Tuscumbia, has re-

turned from Europe.\p=m-\Dr. Willie F. Cobb, Barlow Bend, was
brought to Camden for treatment, April 19, suffering from an

accidental gunshot wound of the face.\p=m-\Dr. Samuel C.
Cowan, Union Springs, is ill with typhoid fever.

ARKANSAS.
Changes on Hot Springs Register.\p=m-\TheSecretary of the In-

terior has ordered the names of Drs. J. C. Parish and M. W.
Purifoy stricken from the list of registered physicians of Hot
Springs, and the addition to the list of Dr. J. W. Bush.
Memorial Hospital Appointments.\p=m-\Thefollowing staff ap-

pointments have been made for the Logan H. Roots Memorial
Hospital, Little Rock: Visiting surgeons\p=m-\Drs.William C. Dun-
away and Carle E. Bentley; visiting physicians\p=m-\Drs.Frank
L. French and Rezin W. Lindsey, and ophthalmologist, Dr.
Charles C. Stephenson.
Prefer Sanitation to Salvation.\p=m-\Theauthorities of Little

Rock, threatened with an invasion by "Jeters Host," a band
of negroes marching from Pine Bluff to shoAv the inhabitants
of the capital city the errors of their ways, Avere stopped by
health officers, five miles from the city, vaccinated and not
alloAved to enter Little Rock.
The Smallpox Situation.—The conditions at the state peni¬

tentiary and at the state eom'ict farm, Cummins, Lincoln
County, have improved. The eight patients at the penitentiary
are improving, and the one case and tAvo suspects at the con¬
vict farm are quarantined, and the other convicts have been
vaccinated.-Yellville has eight cases of smallpox.
Graduation.—The tAA'enty-seventh class graduated from the

Medical Department of the University of Arkansas, Little
Rock, 32 in number, received diplomas April 12. Dr. EdAvin
Bentley, dean of the medical department, presided; President
Henry S. Hartzog of the uniA'ersity delivered the annual ad¬
dress, and Dr. William C. DunaAvay, Little Rock, the faculty
address.

CALIFORNIA.
Afflicted with Diphtheria.—It is reported that there are 70

eases of diphtheria in and around Benicia and that the public
schools have been closed on account of the disease.
Personal.—Dr. Thomas M. Hayden has been chosen health

officer of Fresno.-Dr. Daniel E. Osborne, St. Helena, has
been elected president, and Dr. Edwin Z. Hennessey, secretary
and treasurer of the Napa County Board of Health.
Licensed to Practice.—Dr. C. La Verna Carvin, Oakland, who

Avas arrested a year ago at the instance of the Board of
Medical Examiners, on the charge of practicing medicine with¬
out a license, Avas acquitted, passed the examination and has
noAV been granted a license to practice.
Fabiola Hospital Receives Legacy. —The bequest of the late

Mrs. Theresa L. Merchant. Oakland, for the benefit of the Oak-

land Red Cross Society or some soldiers' hospital managed by
the society, which now amounts to $3,100, has been paid over
to Fabiola Hospital on its promise to keep and maintain a
room for the care of soldiers.
Health Officers Meet.—At the annual meeting of the Cali¬

fornia Public Health Association in Riverside, April 17, Dr.Edward von Adelung, health officer of Oakland, was elected
president; Dr. William Simpson, health officer of San Jose,
vice-president, and Dr. Newel K. Foster, Sacramento, secretary
of the State Board of Health, was re-elected secretary-treas¬
urer.

ILLINOIS.
Blessing Hospital Staff.—At the annual meeting of the medi¬

cal staff of Blessing Hospital, Quincy, Dr. Edmund B. Mont¬
gomery was elected president and Dr. Ernest Zimmermann, sec¬
retar}'.
Personal.—Dr. Karl F. Snyder has returned to Freeport, after

an operation for ulcer of the duodenum, much improved in
health.-Dr. Frank Anthony, Sterling, has been re-elected a
member of the council of the United Spanish War Veterans'
Association.
Bills Not Passed.—The general assembly adjourned sine die,

May 6, leaving unpassed the six ostéopathie and two optom-
etry bills, and one anti-vivisection bill introduced since Feb¬
ruary 1.-House bill 495, providing that physicians attend¬
ing court as expert witnesses shall be entitled to receive a sum
of $10 for each day's attendance, failed to become a law. This
bill was not supported by the medical profession.-House bill
577, giving the State Board of Health sanitary supervision
over the lodging houses in Chicago, also failed of passage. The
jurisdiction of the board in these lodging houses is now limited
to eubic-air space.
Defeat of Ostéopathie BilL—The committee on judiciary of

the house of representatives gave a hearing on Senate Bill No.
311 May 4. The physicians present at the hearing were Drs.
William A. Evans, Robert B. Preble, and George W. Webster,
Chicago; William K. Newcomb and Charles B. Johnson, Cham¬
paign ; Munroe G. Reynolds, Aledo, and James A. Egan, Spring¬field, secretary of the State' Board of Health.-Drs. Evans
and Webster spoke against the passage of the bill. The com¬
mittee, by a close vote, ordered that the bill be sent out with
the recommendation that it be not passed. On the following
day the bill was tabled in the house of representatives.
Bills Passed.—The following is a synopsis of bills of especial

interest to the members of the medical profession, passed by
the house and senate of the 44th general assembly: House 119,
prohibiting the embalming or preparing for transportation of
dead bodies except by persons licensed by the State Board of
Health, and providing for examination and license; House 121,
placing the employes of state charitable institutions under civil
service; House 182, empowering overseers of poor to provide
treatment for patients afflicted with rabies, under the direc¬
tion of the State Board of Health, appropriating $2,000; House
330, providing for the location, erection and maintenance of
a state sanatorium for consumptives, appropriating $25,000:
House 414, providing for the sale and free distribution of
diphtheria antitoxin under the direction of the State Board of
Health; Senate 158, placing physicians and nurses of the Cook
County Hospital under civil service; Senate 225, establishing a
state board of examiners for nurses, and providing for exam¬
ination and license; Senate 226, creating a state board of,
dental examiners and providing for the regulation of the prac¬
tice of dentistry.

Chicago.
A Healthy April.—Notwithstanding the excess of mortality

among children under five years of age the completed returns
of deaths for the month show April to have been one of the
most healthful Aprils on record. The annual rate, 1,398 per
1,000 of population, is only 0.12 higher than that of April,
1897—the lowest in the 63 years from 1843-1904, inclusive.
The total number of deaths was 2,287, of which pneumonia
caused 330, and consumption 315.
Last Week's Deaths.—Despite an unusual number of deaths

reported from violence-11 from suicide and 40 rom other
forms—the total mortality is but 3 more than that for the
previous week. Pneumonia temporarily again assumed the
lead, with 85 deaths, while consumption fell from 83 of the
week before to 74. No marked changes amona other im¬
portant causes of death are noted, and the generally satisfac¬
tory conditions of the previous month continued, except, of
course, as to measles and whoopino; coutrh. The under-5-year
deaths arc 21 fewer than during the previous week.
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